Nordic meeting on GI standardization
Time: 

2009-05-06/ 2009-05-07

Place: 

Landmælingar Íslands, Stillholt 16-18, 300 Akranes, Iceland

Participants:
Denmark: Søren Alexandersen, Jan Hjelmager
Finland: Reino Ruotsalainen, Panu Muhli
Iceland: Anna Ahlbrecht, Gunnar Kristinsson
Norway: Morten Borrebæk, Bjørnhild Sæterøy
Sweden: Jörgen Wyke, Erik Stenborg, Gunhild Lönnberg, Ralf Lindgren
The order of agenda items will be subject for change.

1. Opening of the meeting, welcoming

Anna opened the meeting with some practical information
2. Selection of chairman and secretary

Morten was elected as chairman and Jan was elected as secretary
3. Approval of the agenda

Morten went through the agenda to make sure that we could approve it.
4. Status reports from the Nordic countries

4.1. Denmark

See ppt.
In Denmark there is a knowledge about INSPIRE on the political level but not on the technical level. That can be a problem in the future, all depending on the outcome of the various data specifications and implementation rules.
According to the new Danish law on Geographic information, the Ministry of Environment can decide if a dataset shall be a reference dataset and not only the Annex I, II and III. This part of the law has given some debate and discussion.
4.2. Finland

See ppt.
There was a short discussion about coordinate reference system. Geographic coordinates vs. UTM etc.

Finland has been testing GeoNetwork as the metadata portal. During this test they have realised that some development and documentation has been done primarily in French. This is a problem.
The Finnish pilot portal will be focused on WMS and only to a minor degree on WFS. It will also be based on open source elements e.g. PostGIS, GeoServer and Open Layers. The portal will also be discussed on agenda item 7.3, but it will be out in public test this summer. In relation to this we briefly discussed about Nordic cooperation on the use of Open Source, but came to no conclusion.
For clarification it was asked what the Finnish word for recommendations means. It means mainly the nationalisation of INSPIRE Implementation Guidelines.

In relation to INSPIRE it was mentioned that Finland already has a coordinate transformation service up and running, also in English (http://coordtrans.fgi.fi/index.jsp). The transformation is point to point but can also use a file as input.
The INSPIRE data specifications are according to the Finnish point of view not coordinated well enough. Among other things a dataset is often a combination of several INSPIRE themes and this can cause some problems in future. Another problem with the INSPIRE data specifications is that the documents are very narrow in their point of view. As a result of this there is a huge task to harmonise the different INSPIRE specifications.
The full documentation of INSPIRE specifications may be too complex to many users.
4.3. Norway

See ppt.
The part on INSPIRE will be postponed to agenda item 7.
Norway has a problem with dissemination of knowledge of standardisation and INSPIRE within both Statens Kartverk and the surrounding community. All the Nordic countries have more or less a similar problem.
There is a wish to make new versions of the SOSI standard.
It is anticipated that the national data specifications will be in domestic use, whereas the INSPIRE specifications are used for exchange of data on cross border level.

It was the Norwegian point of view that the time for commenting the specifications in this winter was too short. The first part of the commenting period was needed to organise the work and the second part was used for commenting. Rumours from JRC suggest that the datasets listed in INSPIRE Appendix III will probably be defined in a different way than the method used for defining Annex I and II.
The technical framework documents for Norway Digital will be updated each year and as such they have the status of a basic document. However, it will be only few parts of the documents, which will go through this process, among other things due to the workload included in the updating process.
All product specifications from Norway Digital are stored in an Access database. Morten gave demonstration of this database and the tools connected to it. The tool is based on forms developed according to 19131 and when all the forms are filled, a word document can be generated automatically. This tool contains a strong connection to the Norwegian feature catalogue. It was asked if the tool was translated into English, but this was not the case. However, there could be use for such translation.
4.4. Iceland

See ppt.
Iceland is revising the feature catalogue. In relation to this work it has been identified that there is a need for defining what the compliance with INSPIRE means.

There are two working groups working on standardisation in Iceland. One group is working on INSPIRE and the other is working on “real” standardisation. The raising of awareness of the importance of standards is a big task for Landmælinger Islands. One way of solving this task has been to produce a summary of the content of the ISO/TC211 standards. Landmælinger Islands tries to use the standards and hopes that the others will follow the good example and will also use the same standards. 
It was planed to have a INSPIRE law before this summer, but the law has been postponed due to the financial situation in Iceland. 
Iceland is using good solutions from other countries in a modified way in order to solve the Icelandic problems. There is some discussion in Iceland if they should merge different organisations for mapping tasks in order get more out of the used money. 

4.5. Sweden

See ppt.
Stanli is not directly involved in the INSPIRE project, but is registered as a SDIC.
Sweden has now decided to make a new elevation model produced by commercial companies. In this work there must be aware of the data quality. Finland has a similar project going on.
The Swedish geoportal version is at present 0.5 and version 1.0 is coming soon (www.geodata.se/sv/). The portal has been developed based on ESRI GeoPortal Toolkit,  supplemented with software from a Swedish company. This topic will be discussed more on agenda item 7.3.
5. CEN/TC 287

5.1. Lessons learned from Madrid meetings

There has not been any progress in reallocation of the secretariat
. However there is big need for some kind of progress, because the time is running. The next meeting will be very important with respect to reallocation as well as the business plan, because it describes and defines the content of  CEN/TC287 work.
There was some consideration regarding the Technical Report (TR 15449). The conclusion of the meeting was that the updating should be completed and WG5 then disbanded.
The most outreach activities happen connected to the CEN/TC287 plenary. 

There is no need for CEN/TC287 from an INSPIRE point of view. INSPIRE has set up some criteria which are needed to be able to maintain the guidelines. CEN/TC287 failed to fulfil these requirements.
The plenary accepted a resolution concerning the work on the business plan, but the time plan seems to be delayed. Morten will send an email to Annett to get some information about the status. The main question in the business plan is, what will be the future of CEN/TC287.
The resolution on metadata failed in Madrid because of the weighted votes. Besides that Denmark, Finland, Sweden and Norway have decided, that they will not participate in the ad hoc work on metadata. The reason for this decision is that all the Nordic metadata resources will be focused on the ISO19115 revision.
5.2. Votings after the last meeting 

There are some EN ISO documents out for voting regarding systematic review, but the time is not aligned between the two organisations. This can potentially cause some problems, which must be brought up at the next meeting of CEN/TC287.
5.3. WG5 activities (TR 15449 updating)

See previously
5.4. Preparations for Bucharest meetings (Business plan etc.)

Denmark will propose a new business plan where the only activity will be the maintaining of the ISO EN standards without physical meetings. Perhaps that can be the basis for a telecom meeting prior to the Bucharest meeting.
6. ISO/TC 211

6.1. Current work items of particular interest: 19103, 19117, 19118, 19150, 19142, 19143, LCCS

19103
There has been established an EC chaired by Hiroshi Imai (editor Geir Myrind). It is anticipated that the work will completed in Norway.
19117
There are some problems in the participation to the PT. Another problem is the model, which is quite complicated and not easy to communicate. XML schema cannot be derived from the model using the rules defined for XML schema generation within ISO/TC211. The work (i.e. the UML model) will be presented in Molde. What the status of 19117 will be after Molde is unpredictable. A tour de table revealed that there seems to be no implementations of portrayal standard in the Nordic countries. 

19118
This standard will be published as a DIS by the ISO Central Secretariat soon.

19150
The final report should be available in the Molde meeting and there will no project meeting in Molde. It was unclear what the present situation is, but Bjørnhild will check the status from the project leader.

19142 and 19143
These two documents are at present out for commenting and many comments are expected.

LCCS
Part 1 is ready for FDIS.
Part 2. Norway has a lot of comments. In general the comments on the document are very fundamental, so there is lot of work to be done for handling these comments. The fundamentality of the comments may cause serious problems. However, the editor of the document will come to Molde, so the problems could hopefully be solved. There will be no participants from Sweden in the Molde meeting handling this document. Denmark still thinks that the document may be out of scope for political reasons.

There will be a Nordic conference on land cover topics in Iceland in September.
6.2. New work items, NWIPs: Revising of 19113, 19114, 19138, 19115, 19101; Quality assurance of data supply  

19113, 19114, 19138= 19157
There is a new editor Johan Esko from Sweden replacing Gerhard Joos. 
All not pure quality elements will be taken out of the documents.
DGIWG has submitted a substantial amount of comments. The handling of these comments may cause some problems.
Our next meeting can analyse the effect on the other standards and INSPIRE documents.

19115
Per and Jan will participate in the work.

19101
Many new things have been appearing since the first version of 19101 was finished. Morten will take part in this revising work.
Quality assurance of data supply
This NWIP is more related to the production process. Erik, Gunhild and Kari Ingberg (from Finland) will participate in this work.
Draft Standards Guide (N2659) will be published as an open document within ISO/TC211.

6.3. Other ISO/TC 211 activities: AHG for Registry services, PMG etc.
Registry services
See resolution 440.

There is a draft report N2682, which is based on RM-ODP viewpoints: enterprise, information, computational, technology and engineering. In the report the geodetic codes and parameters are discussed as well as the report contains several recommendations. The technology viewpoint is something that ISO/TC211 should go into. Clemens Portele has submitted some severe comments to the report. The ad hoc group will receive a revised version of the report for a 1 week review, so it (N2714) can be presented at the plenary.
PMG
There is a very good website (http://www.isotc211.org/pmg/programme.htm) where the work of the group is well documented. 
During our discussion two questions related to OGC were raised. The first was what OGC is doing on catalogue services; this could be clarified at the ISO meeting. The second question was why OGC is afraid to submit the work to ISO standardisation.
In Molde there is planned an informal meeting about the possible address standard. It is assumed that the address standard work will start as a stage 0 project. But before coming this far, there will be some questions that need to be clarified at the informal meeting. 
FAO plans to present the Climate variables as a possible subject for standardisation within ISO/TC211 at the meeting in Molde. 

There is a list of standards approved for review but still pending submission of NWIP.
Document 19138 will be alive with some overlap to 19157 (Data quality). The latter could be made into a multi-part standard where one part could contain the registry of data quality measures.
6.4. Meetings in Molde, 2009-05-25/29
There will be a presentation about the relation between ISO and FAO at the plenary.
There is a reception at the town hall on Monday evening.

The dinner on Thursday will a on the coast and with a informal dress code.
Participation from Nordic countries
Listed in the calendar.
One problem is, that different groups (e.g. ISO and INSPIRE)  meet parallel at the same venue. The secreatariat could not do much, because INSPIRE meetings were decided outside the ISO secretariat.

Another question was raised, if there could or should be some kind of wrap-up meetings of the WG’s after the PT and EC meetings, i.e. on Wednesday, so that all WG members could be informed on the content of the reports to the plenary.

A third question was raised, if we could avoid collission between EC-meetings. Bjørnhild said, that it was difficult to avoid, due to the different wishes of the convenors. The timing is a general problem.
SDI workshop in Molde
Any workshop program has not yet been published. The time is running, but there will be a workshop containing at least 4 presentations, one coming from Malaysia and one presentation from Ron Lake (Galdos).
7. INSPIRE

7.1. Most important comments to IR-drafts

See the Finish ppt.

During the discussion two major comments were discussed. The first was to try to reduce the complexity of the specifications, because the present versions are hard to read and understand in the right way. The second was a suggestion from Denmark to harmonise the metadata. The suggestion was formulated as a list of elements. At present JRC is using this list as an input for their proposal.
Regarding testing Denmark has tested cadastral parcels. It gave no problems.

7.2. National situation in implementing (and legislation); national profiles
Denmark:
See the national report
Sweden:
See ppt.
The NSDI is the most important, however INSPIRE is still a major driver in the process. The Swedish legislation will be divided into a law and a regulation. At present they only exist as drafts. The law is delayed and will be ready in the middle of 2010.
Finland:
See ppt.
The Finnish law is estimated to be ready in the end of May 2009, but there are still some uncertainties
. The technical guideline documents will not be translated into Finnish, but the national recommendations will contain translations from the most important parts with some Finnish additions. These additions will be done by working groups (participation by open invitation).
Iceland:
See ppt.
Landmælingar Islands started ahead of the rest of Iceland in order to be better prepared for implementation of INSPIRE and because they see INSPIRE as an “Trojan horse” for the NSDI implementation in Iceland. From the beginning of 2010 there should be an INSPIRE law in Iceland with the Ministry of Environment as responsible.  Landmælingar Islands assumes, that they will have to run the portal and the services for other institutions, municipalities and agencies on Iceland.
Norway:
See ppt.

INSPIRE can and will be one of the driving forces in implementing ISO/TC211standards. The directive does not, however, regulate rights to information, rules for reuse of public sector information or establishment and management of data. The Norwegian mapping authority shall make the necessary arrangements to implement this and make it available to the citizens.  Not only public authorities but also power plant companies and telecom operators will be included in the service, since they are already involved in Norway digital.

General question:
When looking at some requirements of INSPIRE there may be a problem, if the need of geodata for emergency use happens outside the normal working hours. This problem seems often unattended in relation to the various INSPIRE documents that at present have been published. 
7.3. Geoportals

Finland:
See ppt.

All the software components in the Finnish geoportal are based on open source, among other also the content management system (Liferay). Finland will send a link when portal is up and running.
Norway
www.geonorge.no is the Norwegian portal and right now it only contains metadata. At the moment the portal is only in Norwegian, but an English version is planned. The Norwegian portal is based on ESRI GeoPortal Toolkit, but this is not the optimal solution, because it is not fully ISO compliant. Data quality is not part of the tool (only the lineage exists).
It was mentioned that JRC will make the source code for a metadata editor public available.

8. European projects related to standards and implementations: 
 ESDIN, EURADIN, GIGAS etc.

This agenda item was postponed until the next meeting.
9. Other business: 
9.1 LCCS workshop 

There was a short discussion whether a LCCS workshop should be organised. The conclusion after the discussion was, that the topic will be put on hold until further notice, at least from our point of view.
9.2 Possible Inspire Metadata implementation workshop in conjunction with the Nordic GIS conference
 in Stockholm in September (JW).

A possible Inspire Metadata implementation workshop in conjunction with the Nordic GIS conference in Stockholm in September has been discussed among Nordic metadata experts (Jan, Reino, Riikka Kivekäs and Jesper Paasch). This was initiated by the Swedish metadata committee (SIS/TK 489), which Jesper chairs. There has been a couple telecons where it was decided that a workshop would be a good idea to go in depth into the issue. One metadata expert from each country has been appointed to coordinate the planning. Another telecon is scheduled for next week. This is not supposed to be a big workshop with many participants but rather a focused workshop with a few key experts. The participants agreed that this is a good idea and supported the workshop. The arrangement will be coordinated by SIS (by Patrick Lindén, secretary of SIS/TK 489).

10. Closing of the meeting

Denmark will host the meeting 12-13 October 2009
 at KMS.
I was discussed to have a teleconference just prior to the next CEN/TC287 meeting. However no one was put as responsible for organising the event.
All participants thanked Landmælinger Islands (especially Anna and Gunnar) for organising the nice meeting.
� The document N 1347 Relinquishment of the secretariat of CEN/TC 287 Geographic information.pdf came after the meeting.


� The law was accepted in the parliament May 12 and obviously the president will sign it May 28, 2009.


� Later in the next teleconference it seemed, that the workshop will be held separately from the GI Norden Conference.


� If the CEN/TC287 meeting is shifting, the dates must be checked.
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