Annual meeting of GI Norden

27th May 2009, Sollentuna, Sweden
0. Opening of the meeting

Paula Ahonen-Rainio opened the meeting at 10.20.
1. The validity of the annual meeting
The date of the meeting was agreed upon in the board meeting in October 2008. The detailed location as well as the accounts and report from the auditors were sent at the end of April 2009, both by e-mail from the secretariat to the board members.
Presence of quorum:
The meeting was attended by two representatives from each country:
Henning Sten Hansen (Denmark)

Daniela Hellgren (Finland)

Riikka Kivekäs (Finland, observer on the meeting)

Þorbjörg Kr. Kjartansdóttir (Iceland)

Karsten Lien (Norway)

Ralph Monö (Sweden)

Rannveig Ólafsdóttir (Iceland)

Paula Ahonen-Rainio (Finland)

Jesper Skovdal Christiansen (Denmark)
Kari Strande (Norway)

Peter Wasström (Sweden)
The meeting was stated valid.
2. Election of chairperson and secretary of the meeting
Paula Ahonen-Rainio was elected as chair and Daniela Hellgren was elected as secretary of the meeting.
3. Election of examiners of the minutes 
The minutes will be examined by all present at the meeting. Comments and approval are then sent to Karsten Lien. If the examiner has no comments to the minutes, the examiners also send an e-mail where it is said that he or she has no comments to the minutes. The comments should be sent to Karsten in two weeks from that the minutes are distributed.
4. Approval of the board’s annual report with accounts for the previous year
The annual report of 2008 and balance sheet of 2008 were approved.
There was a discussion about considering investments in funds more often on the board meetings.
Annexes: Annual report 2008 and Balance sheet 2008.

5. Report of the auditors
It was discussed how it in the future would be possible to avoid problems in agreements with partners considering the events in Fredrikstad 2008. It is necessary to always have someone in the board checking contracts and agreements together with the organisers. The other option is that GI Norden never takes responsibility for decisions that are not made by the board.

A preferable solution is to have closer cooperation with organisers and GI Norden through the board. This could also mean formalized agreements with organisers. The closer cooperation practically means forming a “start up” group with members from the board, for example the chair, secretary and treasurer of the board and also involvement of the whole board if necessary.
Note: The date in the report of the auditors, concerning the capital, is not correct.

Annex: Report of auditors.
6. Approval of discharge from liability for the board
The board was discharged from liability.
7. Proposals from the board for the admission of members or observers
The board has not made any proposals for the admission of members or observers.

8. Proposals from the members of GI Norden

No proposals have been made by the members of GI Norden.

9. The board’s approved annual programme for the present year
The work programme was approved.
Annex: Work programme 2009 (extended to the period of 2009-2010).
10. The board’s approved budget for the present year
The budget was approved.
Annex: Budget 2009

11. Election of president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer
The two-year terms of office of the president and secretary is ending in May 2009. The next in turn of presidency is Iceland.

LISA candidated Þorbjörg Kr. Kjartansdóttir for the next president and Rannveig Ólafsdóttir as secretary. Þorbjörg Kr. Kjartansdóttir was elected for president and Rannveig Ólafsdóttir for secretary.
A vice-president is to be elected for a one-year term of office.

Sweden is after Iceland the next in turn to have the presidency, and it is therefore natural to have a vice-president from Sweden. Johanna Runarson was nominated as vice-president from Sweden. Johanna Runarson will not return to work until spring 2010 and the opinion of the meeting participants where that the vice-president should be available if necessary. Peter Wasström was instead elected as vice-president.
A treasurer is to be elected for a one-year term of office.

The previous treasurer Rolf Bakken leaves the board. His active membership since 1997 as a board member, president and treasurer is appreciated.
Karsten Lien was elected as treasurer. The Board members thank Rolf Bakken for his participation.
Notice of the board members:
Henning Sten Hansen 

Jesper Skovdal Christiansen Geoforum Danmark, Denmark

Daniela Hellgren 

Riikka Kivekäs ProGIS, Finland

Þorbjörg Kr. Kjartansdóttir
Rannveig Ólafsdóttir LISA, Iceland

Kari Strande 

Karsten Lien GeoForum, Norway

Ralph Monö
Peter Wasström ULI, Sweden

Notice of observers

Petur Nielsen Faeroe Islands

Karl Brix Zinglersen Greenland

12. Election of auditors

Sverre Steen and Tor Valstad were elected as internal auditors.
13. Closing of the meeting
The meeting was closed at 11.30.
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