Annual Report of GI Norden 2008
GI Norden is an association of the national GI associations in the Nordics countries. Its purpose is to encourage the use of geographic information in the Nordic countries by promoting the understanding of the importance of GI for the society. Additionally, its purpose is to contribute to the development of GI infrastructures in the Nordic countries and promote Nordic viewpoints concerning the development globally. GI Norden aims by joint initiatives to development of competence and dissemination of information between its member associations and among their members. 

The member associations are Geoforum Danmark (Denmark), ProGIS (Finland), LISA (Iceland), GeoForum (Norway), and Utvecklingsrådet för Landskapsinformation ULI (Sweden). Representatives of Faeroe Islands and Greenland have participated as observers in the mailing list of the board and the representative of Faeroe Islands also in the May meeting 2008.
In 2008 GI Norden was registered in the Central Coordinating Register for Legal Entities in Norway and is now a legal organisation according to Norwegian law.
Annual Meeting 2008 in Tórshavn, Faeroe Islands
The Annual Meeting 2008 was held 23 May 2008 in Tórshavn, Faeroe Islands. The minutes from the meeting will be available from the GI Norden homepage.

The Board

The board members in 2008 were the following, with partial changes in the representation of Geoforum Danmark, ProGIS and LISA during the year:
Geoforum Danmark

Henning Sten Hansen, Aalborg University

-until the end of January 2008:
Jacob Gadd, Geoforum Danmark
- from June 2008:
Jesper Skovdal Christiansen, Geoforum Danmark
ProGIS

Paula Ahonen-Rainio, Helsinki University of Technology

- until the end of April 2008:

Petri Takala, National Land Survey
- from the May meeting 2008:

Daniela Hellgren, Yrkeshögskolan Novia
LISA
Þorbjörg Kr. Kjartansdóttir, LISA
-until spring 2008:
Albert Sigurdson
- from the May meeting 2008:
Rannveig Olafsdottir, University of Iceland
GeoForum

Rolf E. Bakken, Norwegian Mapping Authority
Karsten Lien, GeoForum

ULI
Helene Östman, Nacka municipality

Johanna Runarson, ULI

Observer from the Faeroe Islands (host for the May meeting)
Petur Nielsen, Umhvørvisstovan
Observer from Greenland 
Karl Brix Zinglersen, Asiaq
In the annual meeting 2008 the board made the following elections:

President: Paula Ahonen-Rainio was noticed to continue her two-year terms of the president
Vice-president: Þorbjörg Kr. Kjartansdóttir (continued)
Secretary: Daniela Hellgren (after Petri Takala, who left the board because of his temporary leave from the National Land Survey at end of March)
Treasurer: Rolf E. Bakken (continued)
Auditors: Tor Valstad and Sverre Steen from Norway (continued)
The board had two meetings: in the connection of the annual meeting in Tórshavn, Faeroe Islands 22-23 May 2008 and in the connection of the Nordic GI Conference in Fredrikstad, Norway 14-15 October 2008. The visit to Faeroe Islands was an inspiring experience of both impressive nature and professional information about the local society.
The Nordic GIS Conference in Norway
The Nordic GIS Conference was organised in 16-17 October 2008 in Fredrikstad, Norway. The conference collected 165 participants. Again the participation from outside the organising country was not high, partly due to overlapping national school holidays and nearly concurrent national events.
Feedback was collected from the participants in a web survey after the conference, and this is summarised here:
Parts of the conference that fulfilled the expectations (in a positive or very positive way): Lectures: 75 %, exhibition: 16 %, social activities: 83 % (Wednesday) and 68 % (Thursday). 62 % said that the conference should be arranged every second year, 38 % every year.

Even though the programme was interesting, the location very suitable and the conference well marketed, the number of participants remained low. This together with a mistake in the contract with the conference hotel ended in a seriously negative financial result. The discussion of renewing the conference concept was started before this event and it got further resolution from this incident. The presentations of the conference are published on the web pages of GI Norden.
GI Norden Award of Honour
The GI Norden Award of Honour was granted to Jan Terje Bjørke for initiating and organising the Scandinavian Research Conferences (ScanGIS) with his enthusiastic attitude to Nordic cooperation. The award was handed in the Nordic GIS Conference in Fredrikstad.
GI Norden Homepage

The homepage of GI Norden looks professional and is updated with the news of the Nordic and European events and from the member organizations. The secretariat is thanked for its continuous effort.

Other activities

EUROGI

GI Norden has participated actively in the discussions and meetings of EUROGI since March 2008 when Henning Sten Hansen representing GI Norden got elected as a member of the executive committee of EUROGI. Appreciation of Henning’s commitment! The activities have related especially in the reengineering process of EUROGI membership.
INSPIRE

GI Norden is officially an SDIC (Spatial Data Interest Community) member in relation to INSPIRE. However, this has not been directly reflected in any activities. The board is considering the follow-up of the INSPIRE implementation as one of the important themes of GI Norden at the moment. It was a topic in the Nordic conference again in 2008, and effort was made to encourage Nordic participation in the best practice competition organised by the eSDI-NET+ project.
Summit with the mapping agencies

A meeting was organised with the heads of the mapping agencies of the Nordic countries, with the presidents of the GI Norden member organisations and the GI Norden board members during the Nordic GIS Conference in Fredrikstad. Common interests were recognised and it was decided to repeat the meeting in the future.
GI Courses in Sweden

Outside of actual GI Norden activities Lars Hansen in Sweden continued in 2008 arranging several GIS courses in the name of GI Norden. The courses lead to a financial contribution to GI Norden of NOK 68 733, which was especially important income in 2008. Many thanks to Lars Hansen!

Economy

The economic situation of GI Norden declined alarmingly in 2008. GI Norden had a deficit on NOK 317 592 that was considerable compared with the budgeted deficit on NOK 45 000. This was mainly due to the unhappy result of the Nordic conference but, for a small part, also due to the decrease of fund interest because of the overall economic situation and the high expenses of organising the board meeting on the Faeroe Islands. Consumption of funds to implementing of planned projects was still at the zero level.
The Auditors have gone through the balance sheet of GI Norden for 2008, and they conclude that the balance sheet gives a good overview of the economic situation in GI Norden and recommend the approval of the balance sheet for 2008. By the 31 December 2008 the net capital of GI Norden is NOK 292 512.

